The economic impacts of juvenile rheumatoid arthritis.
Our study documents the direct costs, family costs and community (extra school) costs. One hundred and twenty families with children who had juvenile rheumatoid arthritis (JRA) diagnosed by established criteria and who lived in New England were asked to participate. All data except inpatient charged were collected via questionnaire. The questionnaire return rate was 59% (N = 70). The mean annualized direct cost/child was 7,905 (inpatient, $1,717; outpatient, $5,700; and nonmedical, $488). Family costs averaged $1,524/year (out of pocket medical and nonmedical, $1,196; lost salary, $328), which represented 5% of mean family income. The mean extra school cost was $1,449/9 months. The economic impacts of JRA appear to be substantial.